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The calendar tells that the month February 1952—a Leap Year. This 
usually thought woman’s year but the women THE STAR and 
our friends, have settled for just this one issue the publication written 
its entirety women from their own viewpoint. 


having our say have deleted medical articles but felt that you might 
enjoy the behind the scenes stories our lives for change and not miss the 
medical data too much. 


wish also take this opportunity thanking the women friends whom 
asked for articles for their promptness furnishing the copy. That song hit 
Slow Poke wasn’t written about any us. 


The Women THE STAR Staft 


Leap Year 


February, that mostly looks her 
sister months, this year 1952 only 
one day shorter than September, April, 
June and November. Because the num- 
ber two month the only one the 
twelve that puts the leap Leap Year 
can add one day its twenty-eight 
make and for the year 366 those 
time periods, termed days. This happens 
now and then and relished women 
and men. 

Now that know there’s extra 
day the normal shortie, for the 
current year, what’s done about 
it? Like short answer short beer, 
what follows unpredictable. But there 
are some things that are forseeable, such 
THE STAR staff composed both 
men and women will for this month’s 
edition entirely the hands 
women. 

They will report, write and edit the 
monthly publication. They have accept- 
the challenge and decided meet 
head on. Readers may surprised 
getting early edition and one 
worthy high commendation. Keep 
eye the February STAR, wherever 
are. 

Most workers and readers have seen 


Mom Miller 
Shreveport, Louisiana 


other Leap Years come and go, without 
giving much thought what that extra 
day gave them preparedness, ac- 
complishments, purpose plan. Hu- 
man nature has long been accustomed 
taking things for granted and never 
looking 

Women THE STAR not need 
extra day which count their 
blessings. That done every day and 
never allowed accumulate. “Heavy, 
heavy hangs over your head” not their 
favorite game. 

Don’t astounded the February 
STAR out early, even before that ex- 
tra day shows its smiling face. That’s 
day that hard workers can use advan- 
tageously. And the smart 
Wanna bet? 


It’s Good Month 


The second month the second year 
the second half the twentieth cen- 
tury good month. Think the 
many important dates contains. 
There’s Candlemas day, Groundhog 
day, Thomas Edison’s 
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Valentine 
day, St. Patrick’s day, George Washing- 
ton’s birthday, Mardi Gras, Ash Wed- 
nesday and World Day Prayer. 


Here’s mathematical problem. How 
can many weeks into short 
month? There’s National Peanut week, 
Boy Scout week. Kraut and Frankfurter 
week, Nationally Advertised Brands 
week, American Heart week, American- 
ism week, National Cherry week, Catho- 
lic Book week, National Crime preven- 
ion week, Lutheran Publicity week, Nat- 
ional Sew and Save week. That’s lot 
weeks cram into four and more. 


This good month think 
women who throughout the years have 
influenced world history. The first wo- 
man was quite one for publicity. She 
still appears the best selling book 
all times. good think Mary 
the Mother and other fine women 
named musical sound. 
easy think women who lead 
that others may follow. Where they lead 
and what occurs after ‘could many 
tales wide divergence. 


Lady Godiva liked the spotlight, 
did Carrie Nation and did Aimee 
Semple McPherson, 
coined the phrase man!” To- 
day’s spotlighters are either political 
personages stage personalities 
Show Business, both exacting and ex- 
citing careers. It’s good month. 


Global Glimpse Our Mail 


Departing from our customary Mail 
page this month want share 
with you some our interesting inter- 
national mail. 


* * * 


the end the year wish send 
message friendship for your most 
laudable efforts which contribute more 
interest the great educational mis- 
sion THE STAR. The persevering 
campaign continues its 
happy influence public opinion 
which still imbued with prejudice. 

Now Paris, due treatment with 
the sulfones, the young patients are not 
required interrupt their normal stud- 
ies abandon their work. When the 
patient diagnosed the doctor advises 
him that will not necessary 
make any changes his life. ad- 
vised come regularly for consultation. 

have abandoned temporarily the 
hope creating Paris journal 
the spirit THE STAR. now 
interested poetry and first verses 
were success. the month July 
was admitted the Anthology Living 
Poets and December received 
the Society French Poets. 


Ernest Munian 


Paris, France 


Sylvia Brandenburg, pa- 
tients who met the Netherlands and 
were married the spring 1951. 


friends from the 
pital, where formely was stationed, are 
happy circumstances for Novem- 
ber thirty patients were transferred 
Holland Red Cross hospital ship. 
They are now Harbor Hospital 
Rotterdam. Later they will sent 
our hospital. 


H.P. Brandenburg 
Heidebeek House 


Herde, Gelderland, Netherlands 


* * * 


“Our card this year features our 
rather lovely new hospital building, 
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which has been designed one the 
leading architects concrete construc- 
tion India, free all charge, and 
very practical contribution towards 
the furtherance our ministry heal- 
ing. similar manner, the Concrete 
Association India, has 
with the services professional build- 
who responsible the association 
for the construction this splendid hos- 
grateful for this most timely help which 
are receiving from the nationals 
this great land which have the 
privilege serve. The architect’s design, 
which here reproduced has been fol- 
lowed closely that this can regard- 
being practically photographic. 
Instead having the name the hos- 
pital English lettering (for this would 
convey meaning ninety-nine and 
nine-tenths percent those who come 
and go) are having “By Love Serve 
One Another” (Galatians 5:13) our 
hospital motto, the Telugu Script, 
over the entrance, that larger pro- 
portion those who come and go, and 
those who remain, 
something the meaning and the mo- 
tive our service. They are putting the 
finishing touches the building now, 
and all goes well, hope able 
have the opening early the new 
year. 


“Thank you much for keeping 
posted with THE STAR. receive each 
number with much interest, and 
read through the pages, and see mention 
familiar names, photographs 
thanks for each remembrance, and com- 
med the service the institution, and 
the witness THE STAR the Great 
Physician, that light, healing and health 


may attend your ways. 

“Our own anti-leprosy service 
integral part our ministry, and 
though cannot claim anything all 
special importance, continue 
regular service, and are grateful for the 
encouragement healing which re- 
ceive from time time. enclosing 
two, before and after, prints, the same 
patient, which tell their own story.” 


Dr. and Mrs. Ben Gullison 
Sompeta, Spikakulam 


So. India 


Dr. and Mrs. Gullison were Car- 
ville 1945 and are remembered 


* * * 


From address you will see that 
hospitalization was fitting prepara- 
tion for voyage from India England. 
mother and tried keep our- 
selves throughout the voyage. could 
not help making friends with some 
the passengers and joining 
casional deck game. 

England were met lady 
from the Red Cross who escorted 
our destinations; mother our rela- 
tives and the hospital. appreci- 
ate the interest you have taken 

William Peachy 
Jordan Hospital 
Redhill 
Surrey, England 


Peachy arrested case who 
wished transferred from India 
England for some plastic surgery. 
rejoice with him that his transfer now 
reality. 
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D1. Gullison’s new hospital Sompeta, So. India and (left) dramatic pro 
the results sulfone treatment one patient there. 


What’s Doing With The Women 


The erroneous idea prevalent that 
all cur women patients between 
treatments sit rocking chairs and 
gossip. This far from the truth that 
want take you behind the scenes 
and tell you some the beautiful 
handwork done women, great part 
accomplished despite handicaps, 
too. 

gather material went over 
the occupational therapy department 
chat with Miss Hazel Donelson who 
had twenty-three years work be- 
hind her when she accepted her present 
assignment here June 1950. This past 
January Miss Garnet Hines came from 
and Shephard Pratt Hospital, 
Towson, Maryland, join Miss Donel- 
son the expanding program 
work here. the very near future 
quonset hut will opened where foot- 
pedaled for making larger rugs 
will available. Miss Donelson en- 
thusiastic about the increased interest 
work among the patients and 
told this interesting sidelight. “For- 
merly,” she said, “patients working 
here seemed resent visitors and cam- 
eras. That being overcome for they are 
proud their accomplishments that 
they enjoy displaying their work and 
themselves well.” 

Many the women have received 
preliminary instructions OT, Miss 
Donelson tells us, but they and 
work home until they need some ad- 
ditional information which the de- 
partment always willing and anxious 
give. One group, who had been cro- 
cheting for years, has now learned 
knit and when fall comes should see 
some lovely new sweaters. There an- 
other group the women’s infirmary 
who are not deterred hospitalization. 
They are making woolen shoulderettes 
while confined bed, keeping hands 
and minds happily occupied. 

nice days you saunter down the 
covered runways joining the houses, 
almost every porch you see groups 
women knitting, crocheting, embroider- 
ing consulting books instructions 
for making such articles. They are talk- 
ing, yes, not about someone else, though, 
but about the articles they are making 
the one they have just completed. 

One afternoon stopped the ver- 
anda House admire dainty 
baby sweater pale pink which Ella 
Banks was just completing for her new 
granddaughter. Ruth was there and she 
showed several stuffed animals, dolls 
and boudoir pillow she had complet- 
ed. Irma brought from her room love- 
belt she had woven and chatting 
learned that practically every woman 
the house makes one more lovely 
items. Ella’s display large that much 
included our cover picture. 
The tiny stuffed animal lapel pins are 
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cleverly made from pipe cleaners and 
chenille thread. Her dolls, and there 
usually list purchasers waiting for 
them, are simply exquisite. Blondes, 
brunettes and redheads, about six inches 
high, are dressed stiff petticoats cov- 
ered with open crocheted dresses and 
large picture hats appropriate colors. 


Some days Ida and Icy seem 
more interested the arrival crochet 
and embroidery patterns they have 
ordered than letters. Icy has been slowed 
down for several weeks with broken 
arm but that has given her time plan 
the things she will make when the cast 
removed. Ida spends most her days 
wheelchair but those hands are 
always busy with her crochet. 


Mrs. Bob Smith has learned touch 
type since her eyesight failed and now 
writes all her own letters. Miss Donel- 
son and Mrs. Smith, together, have mas- 
tered Braille. They began this study 
last spring and fall had finished the 
instruction books and began reading 
books and papers Braille. Recently 
THE STAR received letter Braille. 
Miss Donelson and Mrs. Smith came 
the rescue and gave typed copy 
it. believe that Mrs. Smith the 
first woman patient here master 
Braille. Reading requires extremely 
sensitive fingers and the sense touch 
the fingers many patients 
far below normal. 


Rosie playing 
her room 


talking book 


Rosie one the most amazing 
persons know. Despite the fact that 
she totally blind she keeps immac- 
ulately clean room and even presses her 
own dresses. Rosie can tell you all about 
the latest news report, loves good mus- 
and listens concerts and operas 
with deep interest. Between times she 
enjoys the books recorded records 


the Library Congress for the blind. 


work that Rosie does 


almost unbelievable. The writer the 
proud owner several bath mats she 
made just the right colors and, be- 
lieve not, there isn’t dropped 
stitch one them. Her woven belts 
are things beauty and bit 
extra work she weaves pot holders, too. 
have Rosie dinner guest our 
home often for enjoy her jolly com- 
pany and she enjoys the classical music 
play our phonograph after din- 
ner. 

Among the popular books our 
Library are Vogue, Mademoiselle and 
the Simplicity Pattern Book. Quite 
few make our own attire and 
endeavor keep abreast style trends 
gifted souls, like Esther, sew without the 
assistance pattern but the majority 
require the sewing charts and help- 
ful instructions found 
terns. electric sewing machine pro- 
vided each the women’s dormi- 
tories and some have purchased 
our own. 

With the normal routine each day 
plus these extra activities there not 
much time left for the thing are 
often 


* * * 


Birthday Every Four Years 


Esperanza, the English translation 
Hope, one those persons who has 
birthday only once four years and 
this the 29. extend 
fourfold greetings you, Esperanza, 
your day. May you continue op- 
timistic, happy, hopeful and sweet. 

There wasn’t much for Esperanza 
hopeful about when first knew 
her for she was very sick girl. Later 
her improvement made possible for 
her attend school and was 
privilege teach her. wasn’t just her 
eagerness learn which endeared Es- 
peranza but her neat appearance 
accomplished despite physical handicaps 
which necessitated coming school 
wheelchair. 

Miss Donelson told that recently 
Esperanza has made some beautiful ar- 
red, cross stitch, shopping bag. Speaking 
both English and Spanish she often 
called translate someone’s wishes 
into English. Proud and happy over her 
own mastery our language she 
always willing help others for- 


tunate. 


\ 


Eastern Travelers Spend Carville Weekend 


wish them hard enough,” said Mrs. 
Williams, New York, who 
traveled throughout the 
and Asia for number years. 
Pointing the world globe she contin- 
ued, “It here Burma that saw 
the first copy THE STAR and was 
the first time ever heard Carville. 
determined then visit you when 
returned the States—and here am.” 
All this transpired our STAR of- 
fice the weekend January when 
Mrs. Williams was the house guest 
Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder the 
station. 


The issue THE STAR (March 
1950) which Mrs. Williams saw was 
given her Rev. Varney, superin- 
tendent small Hansen’s disease hos- 
pital Mandalay. contained arti- 
cle titled “Samu Samoa” and spoke 
the hospital Mokagai, Fiji. Mrs. Will- 
iams had spent two years there and felt 
impelled write life there she 
knew it. She wrote her first letter 
from Rangoon and received her first 
reply from Carville when she arrived 
Ceylon. During this interval between 
letters Mrs. Williams had visited thirty 
hospitals from the border Tibet 
Kalimpong the foot Mt. Everest 
across Kashmir where she was ma- 
rooned twelve days houseboat 
terrible storm which caused the Jehlum 
river overflow its banks. 


even their marvelous trains, wes 
arduous task. traveled third class 
this was the safest way for woman 
alone. carried dury, Indian cot- 
blanket and pillow all tied with what 
the Mohammedans use 
rope their wedding ceremonies. 
took tiffin which hes five 
partitions for dishes and food, and 
brass water bottle,” related Mrs. Wil- 
liams. 


She told that India keeping 
well abreast research Hansen’s dis- 
ease which their number two health 
problem, tuberculosis being first. Cai- 
cutta with the influx refugees from 
East Pakistan there are probably two 
million people with HD, according 


Mrs. Williams. Therefore the problem 
hospitalization beyond the wildest 
dreams any organization. they 
can’t solve the problem they not try 
cope with it. There one small hos- 
pital 120 beds within the city and all 
the nursing done four nuns the 
Order Sisters Mercy. However, 
there are many clinics where the latest 
treatments for are administered 
under the auspices the College 
Medicine Calcutta. many the 
hospitals Asia, out-patient clinics sur- 
passed the number patients treated 
within the hospital, which Mrs. Wil- 
liams felt was wholesome sign. 
Throughout Asia per cent those 
hospitalized were children. 

carried the copies THE STAR 
had with all the hospitals 
visited, but honest there were very 
few whom could show the maga- 
zines because their complete lack 
understanding our American way 
life. When showed pictures activ- 
ities your recreation building and 
tried explain that these were patients’ 
pictures they literally couldn’t com- 
prehend how anyone could ill such 
beautiful atmosphere. They felt that 
the Carville hospital was more deluxe 
than exclusive English club. The 
copies THE STAR had were ex- 
cellent condition, despite their age. They 
were well preserved not because 
the excellent paper they were printed 
but because the material they con- 
tained—articles full hope, con- 
fident that can arrested such 
marked contrast the attitude found 
out Asia and their absolute lack re- 
creational facilities for patients those 
countries,” said Mrs. Williams. 

Mrs. Williams served five and one-half 
years with the American Red Cross, two 
years New Zealand with the Yale 
University Hospital Unit 
months Guadalcanal with small 
station hospital 500 patients. She re- 
turned the States April. 

closing our interview Mrs. Wil- 
liams said, “My visit Carville has not 
only been wish come true but through 
this has come enrichment 
friendships that started 
mails but which can now exchanged 
person. 

for the Leap Year that 
being celebrated the world over the 
women’s year. ever have few min- 
utes spare somewhere along the line 
perhaps can something about 
for myself. only chance may come 
would stay one place long enough 
take second look some man. 
date haven’t had that chance.” 


* * * 
Comfortably seated with Chaplain 
and Mrs. Elder their homey living 


Chaplain Elder, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Elder 
and Rev. Palmer 


room the station, Rev. and Mrs. M.B. 
Palmer, Wooster, Ohio, had some friend- 
talks the same weekend Mrs. Will- 
iams’ visit. 

When the Elders young couple 
went Thailand begin their min- 
istry, Rev. and Mrs. Palmer, older and 
more experienced, took them under 
their wing. From this sharing exper- 
iences close friendship was born which 
has grown stronger through the passing 
years. 

The Palmers’ four sons were all born 
while they were Thailand and all 
the boys served the last war. this 
period our history, Rev. Palmer was 
with the censorship bureau 
Siamese language, with headquarters 
New York. 

Thailand the Palmers’ home was 
the meeting place for people from all 
over the world, including nobility. Thai- 
land’s Queen Mother among the per- 
sonal friends the Palmers. 

The Elders and the Palmers had re- 
union Wooster, Ohio, prior the 
time that Mr. and Mrs. Elder assumed 
their duties this hospital. Naturally, 
they invited the Palmers visit them 
here and see this hospital for themselves. 
During their visit here the Palmers went 
everywhere and saw everything, spend- 
ing much time visiting with different 
groups patients. 


* * * 


Dr. O.C. Nelson, 
gional secretary the American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Inc., Atlanta, Ga., visited 
Carville for the first time January 
Dr. Nelson, native Texan, 
minister the Methodist Church. 
first became interested work with 
Hansen’s disease while was gradu- 
ate student the American School 
Oriental Research Jerusalem where 
had gone Fellowshin from 
Drew Theological Seminary, Madison. 
New Jersey. Dr. Nelson was guest 
Chaplain and Mrs. Elder the station. 
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Wishes come true, you just 


Carville’s Changing Scene 


first visit Carville was during 
the winter 1933, while was depart- 
ment secretary the American Legion 
Auxiliary. had corresponded with the 
commander Marine Hospital Post 
188, Carpenter, but didn’t dream that 
first visit would shock him. 
The “official family” the Auxiliary 
were with the national president, Rae 
Biester, her tour Louisiana and 
Carville was included. 
Louis, and group from the St. Charles 
Legion Post had driven early meet 
there. When arrived Louis had al- 
ready made friends with Stanley Stein, 
Fred Houston and others, including the 
commander and adjutant the Post. 
Can vou imagine their surprise learn 
that not Louis, was Steve McCormick. 
(Stephens was maiden name and 
everyone calls Steve.) After that 
made trip two with the late Charlie 
Deck, state service officer. Then when 
felt well enough acquainted 
alone. Louis couldn’t go, tried 
take someone along who felt would 
interested and who could something. 
The late Dr. O.E. Denny was MOC 
those days and Sister Martha was head 
nurse. friends the hospital 
were Dr. Johansen and Sister Zoe. 


Then Dr. H.E. Hasseltine became 
Sister Martha died and Sister Zoe 
became chief nurse. 1936, when Jack 
Sichtermann was elected department 
commander the Legion and became 
state president the Auxiliary, our 
first official visit the very afternoon 
our installation was Carville. Sister 
Zoe distributed the infirmary the 
bouquets and baskets flowers had 
received the installation. 

All those years would drive along 
those long miles over the muddy road, 
enter the gate and the infirmary. 
Dr. Jo, the watchman the gate, 
would send word that was there. 
visit Sidney Atterbury, George Preston, 
all the Legionnaires the infirmary, 
then the waiting room and talk 
with Rush, Esquivel, Frank Allen, Fred 
Houston, Gus Dixon and others. After 
four five years this the Legion- 
naires began asking that get some sort 
help for their families write 
them. Then one day Frank Allen told 
that there was lady there felt 
should know. That day met Maude. 

Through and with Maude Thomas 
really came know Carville. met the 
school teacher, Ann Page. learned 
the illiteracy among the adult patients 
and later the Auxiliary sponsored the 
Maude Thomas Memorial School for 
Adults. time went more the pa- 
tients confided and contacts 
with their families increased. 

One one Legionnaire friends 
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were gone and friendship with 
Maude deepened. The hospital 
buildings were becoming reality and 
how proud were that Legion sponsor- 
legislation had made them possible. 
Dr. Hasseltine had replaced Dr. Denny 
MOC but still friend the med- 
ical staff was Dr. Jo. Just Maude 
Thomas was move her room 
the new houses she, too, was gone. And 
the odd part that neither she nor the 
Legionnaire friends had died Han- 
sen’s disease; all something else even 
though this was before the days the 
miracle drugs. going Maude asked 
two things her close friend, Ann Page 
—one, that she marry Hank Simon and 
the other that she carry 
friendship with me. Hank and Ann were 
married the following Christmas Eve 
and doubt that many sisters are 
devoted Ann and 


Contacts increased 
through the years. Dr. Hasseltine was 
replaced Dr. G.H. Faget MOC and 
during his time the miracle drugs and 
new era began Carville. While defi- 
nite “cure” was not sight, for the first 
time there was hope and for the first 
time the hospital was filled capacity. 


Not all the people with the 
United States Carville. Some take 
treatment from private physicians and 
the hope many patients that time 
goes more clinics will established 
where sulfone treatment will avail- 


1939 Louis was elected state com- 
mander the Legion and Myra Jones 
state president the Auxiliary. Myra 
appointed hospital chairman for Car- 
ville and each department president 
since has reappointed me. have been 
very happy over that organization’s in- 
terest through the years. Through its 
national presidents has given station 
wagons for the patients’ use and for the 
use those visiting patients, the soda 
fountain (the Forty and Eight shared 
this the juke box the recrea- 
tion building and now the Iler Camp- 
bell gasoline fund has been created. 
provides for pleasure drives the pa- 
tients’ station wagon for those who can’t 
make the long trips home. 
that member Marine Hospital 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary. 


The reactivated STAR has become 
integral part Carville, and proudly 
became part THE STAR. like 


think that together did nice, though 


very limited, job social service. Work- 
ing with the American Legion and its 
Auxiliary, the Red Cross, and other 
agencies secured outside aid for 
reader for the blind men, mender for 


Mrs. L.L. “Steve” McCormick 
Destrehan, Louisiana 


“Steve” McCormick THE STAR’s 
liaison representative. For almost 
years she and her husband, Louis, have 
been the connecting link between Car- 
ville and the often 
speak anywhere but here. wasn’t too 
many years ago that was looked 
the prejudiced “outside” but slowly, 
through such good friends the 
Cormicks, becoming more under-. 
standing “outside.” Louis and 
visits are eagerly anticipated for they 
have more friends within the patient 
body, and hospital personnel, than any- 
one else know. 

Had “Steve” limbered 
writer bit longer she could have told 
some top drawer human interest stories. 
However, this her first article written 
for THE STAR but have inten- 
tion letting her last. 


* * * 


the blind women’s clothing and other 
little services that days gone meant 
much. Many the things tried and 
accomplished are now done routinely 
hospital personnel. 

After the late Dr. Faget’s tour duty 
ended, Dr. Jo. became MOC and that 
like the new buildings, the new treat- 
ments, the fine staff men and women 
skilled community activities, social 
work, recreation, occupational and phy- 
sical therapy and, even the hard surfac- 
ing much the muddy road, has 
been like good dreams come true. Some 
these dreams materialized 
yet—the guest house for relatives and 
friends visiting the patients for over 
night longer and the muddy road 
isn’t hard surfaced all the way. shall 
continue dream and others may come 
true, too. 


Subscribe THE STAR 
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Oh, not already! The clock always 
sounds the gong for the beginning the 
battle between the spirit and the flesh, 
but somehow manage crawl out 
time for early Mass. 


spite the struggle took get 
chapel, feel that the day off 
better start for having gone. 


Mass over, for must tidy room 
bit, study some, and write few letters 
before the breakfast bell rings. 


Breakfast the dining-room gives 
you good chance meet your friends 
and make your plans for the day, but 
every once while, get out own 
percolator and toaster and fix breakfast 
room. 


books and letters ready, pick 
letter Peggy wants mailed and off 
the post office and 8:30 class 
school. 


Here you see math class. 
teacher, Mr. England, practicing “pa- 
with me, but catch time. 
Two other morning classes follow, and 
that time hungry. 


Day 


Text Joey Guerrero 


Visitors who come Carville expecting 
and feeling ill, are invariably surprised 
question, “What you keep busy 
because while many Carvillians find 
others find themselves faced with almost mor 


give you, the reader, idea the 
in, asked Johnny Harris tollow 
camera. The pictures were terrific, but, 
small portion them. chose Joey 
more active than anyone else but becaus 
writing who want know more about 


The day for most starts about 
turned all over the place get the 
tuated 7:30 A.M., 11:30 A.M., 
meals. Most treatments are completed 
and this can found the morning and 
While the evening, the movies, occasio 
the sources entertainment. 


The old story about getting home with 
milk wagon, however, makes its rounds bet 
and most roll into bed when has pas 
broadcast about the last thing night, 
soon, thereafter, and another Carville day 
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und the Clock 


Photos J.P. Harris 


final class industrial arts, where have 
learned work with wood and plastic. 
Here the instructor, Mr. Keisler, gives 
few pointers operating the band 


School’s out 3:15 and next stop 
the infirmary for 
treatment, which stimulates the nerve 


last few hours just fun and re- 
laxation. This afternoon it’s 
minton date with George. Saturday 
mornings are saved for round golf 
with the “old Cap Hernandez, 
who taught the game. 


It’s surprising what you can when 
the occasion demands, and picked 
quite bit skill cutting hair 
and giving home permanents 


ing find people confined bed, looking 
sed what they find. The frequent 
busy all day?” gives some laugh, 
ind time hanging heavy their hands, 


more than they can do. 
sion” for the gang from school. But 
this night, had cut short, be- 
cause there dance the ballroom. 


the activities which some 
Guerrero around for day with his 
could only use very 
role our model, not because she 
because there have been many people 
her. 


yout seven and you can hear radios being 
early news round-up. The day punc- 
P.M. the bell which announces 
noon, and for many the treatment 
There great need for recreation, There was real traffic jam trying 


and afternoon those who like sports. get into the shower tonight, 
dance party, and the radio are it, and now for the finishing touches. 
know the dance over until late. 


think set the alarm back hour. 
the milk wagon true for us, Our 


between 9:00 and 10:00 the evening, 
passed our house. The ten news 
and when over, lights wink out 
has passed. 


After lunch, it’s back school. 


. 
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1951 Life 


While driving over Berkeley for 
regular appointment with Dr. John 
Horan, began daydream, review- 
ing the happenings the year 1951. 
was year filled with many things 
thankful for, well much sorrow. 

There was that day May, when the 
news was broken that had HD. 
some that would have been very 
bad news, but was the end 
the years had been medical question 
mark. yes, was great shock 
first, but only because ignorance. 
After reading many articles and 
the drugs that have proved success- 
ful arresting the disease realized for 
the first time six years could start 
climbing the hill recovery. ‘True 
there have been several detours and may 
many more, but eventually shall 
reach the summit. great 
deal thankful for? 

What about that wonderful day 
June when phone rang early the 
morning. was doctor. long 
live shall never forget those words 
which erased the one last worry had 
concerning illness. “Mrs. Oneto, 
have checked with the California State 
Public Health Department 
that the law was changed last year. You 
need not leave the State for treatment. 
You may enter hospital San Fran- 
cisco and later take treatment from 
your home,” was his wonderful message. 
joy had bounds! Little did 
ize then how fortunate really 
able remain with family and 
have their strength and help boost- 

July was month indecision. 
Should tell our friends and relatives 
the true nature illness? Had they 
read the recent articles HD, were 
they ignorant the facts once 
was? With the end the month letter 
encouragement from Stanley Stein 
reached and ended that period 
indecision allowing him publish 
story, and also agreed interviews 
with the newspapers. What better way 
inform friends the articles were 
written enlightening manner. 
They were! 

What warm feeling had 
heart August when realized all our 
friends were true friends. Not one 
treated any differently than before 
all the publicity, thanks the intelli- 
gent way the reporters handled the 
write-ups. August, September and Octo- 
ber brought host new friends 
from all over the world. was deluged 
with letters encouragement and 
thanks, for being willing come out 
the open and show Mr. John Public 
that one may have and take treat- 
ment her home while leading nor- 
mal life. September and October also 


Mrs. Eunice Oneto, Oakland, 
nia, patient who never came 
this hospital for treatment. our 
request Eunice wrote this article for 
THE STAR. Our readers first learned 
her case our July-August 1951 
issue. far know, Mrs. Oneto 
the first WAC develop HD. 


brought invitations for talks before med- 
ical and church groups. Then, too, 
remember that afternoon that 
peared television. How knees did 
shake, but soon started dis- 
cuss the bill introduced the last ses- 
sion Congress and how could bene- 
fit patients from other states, realized 
was different from talking 
friends our own living room. was 
interesting, also, talking over the radio 
the announcer had first-hand know- 
ledge the disease. had been mis- 
sionary the Far East for years and 
what couldn’t think of, did. 


don’t want think the month 
November for was month detours. 


Like every child from one year 
ninety looked forward the Christ- 
mas holidays with great expectations. 
What fun had making out list 
gifts buy for relatives. The body- 
crushing job trying squeeze 
through the shoppers almost made 
wish had stayed home and ordered 
everything out catalog. wonder 
had been confined hospital how 
would have done shopping. Would 
have had depend friends 
maybe the catalogs? don’t think 
would like that. want see what 
buying. Again have something 
thankful for. allowed through 
the crowds and not confined four 
walls, because State has revised its, 
outmoded laws. 


can’t help but smile when think 
one day during the Christmas rush. 


Eunice Oneto 


went into small department store, 
made several purchases, then went the 
dress department look their new 
stock. noted the sales clerk acted 
though she wanted say something 
but just didn’t know how begin. Fin- 
ally she said, “Didn’t see your picture 
the paper you television?” 
meek, mild voice said, “Yes,” fully 
expecting invitation leave the 
store. But she started asking all kinds 
questions and brought the manager 
over and introduced him me. They 
tried sell every dress the size 
rack. came then that our 
time and efforts have not been wasted 
and must keep talking and writ- 
ing until everyone will take the attitude 
that sales clerk and store manager. 

With all the daydreaming arrived 
the doctor’s office before realized 
was there. wonder how many traffic 
signals went through? good 
thing the police officer standing the 
corner couldn’t read mind. 
sure would have said, “Isn’t that just 
like woman driver, her mind every 
place but her driving.” 


CARNIVAL CARVILLE 


Our hospital, located about miles 
from the Carnival city New Orleans, 
indulges the gayness and frivolity 
the traditional Mardi 
each year. 

Shrove Tuesday this year falls Feb- 
ruary 26—too late for full report 
this issue but here are the highlights 
heard the talk our walks. The king 
has been chosen popular vote. 
tall, tanned, handsome Arthur Gibson 
who hails from Hawaii. has the right 
select his queen, but accordance 
with true New Orleans Mardi Gras cus- 
tom her identity remains secret until 
the night the mask ball. Maids will 
Elizabeth and Conchita, brunettes, 
with dancing, laughing dark eyes, at- 
tired pale blue and pink party dresses. 

Floats are being built different 
clubs, and parade around our 
walks will the opening part the 
evening’s gala festivities. 
room floats and costumes will judged 
for prizes. The king and queen will 
escorted the throne, champagne will 
drunk, glasses broken, the royal edict 
given make merry and the dancing 
will begin. Baton Rouge dance band 
has been engaged and dancing will con- 
tinue until midnight when the Lenten 
season begins. 

This celebration sponsored the 
Patients’ Federation and the plans are 
being carried completion Dot 
Kennon, entertainment chairman. 


February 
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When general visitors arrive the house and yard always ready show 


gate they are usually directed drive 
the recreation building where patient 
will meet them and conduct them 
tour. they drive the roundabout route 
they first see the large, white, two story 
dormitory buildings; then they notice 
the rows small cottages nestled amid 
grove beautiful trees the rear 
the grounds. They often ask about the 
cottages and are told that there are 
nineteen them privately owned and 
maintained patients. Ten them are 
occupied married couples 
rest are bachelor establishments. Some- 
times while touring the hospital they 
ask the guide they could visit one 
more the cottages. They take the 
long walk the cottage area and stop- 
ping one them the guide makes the 
proper introductions. Most like 
show off our homes and explain the 
visitors how can forget, times any- 
way, that are living hospital but 
feel instead that are living very 
small town. 

any small community, have 
our little get-togethers, sometimes party 
the evening, sometimes dinner 
luncheon. Most work and the 
morning there parade bicycles 
going “up front” the various jobs. 
Housekeeping done between hours 
work but everyone takes pride keep- 


off. There are fences, only few 
hedges, there “over the back 
busy for that. 

Hank has beautiful lawn, flower 
beds and shrubs, all perfectly “mani- 
cured.” His particular pride his aza- 
leas, camellias and rosebushes and they 
repay his care bearing wonderfully 
beautiful blossoms. Joe has row after 
row Easter lilies and when bloom 
they are breathtaking sight. Some 
the men are members the Men’s 
Garden Club America and are quite 
proud the sign their gardens. 
There are number pecan trees 
our grounds. Some grow right our 
yards, and pecans are used great deal 
some cooks. few vegetables are 
raised and number fruit trees are 
carefully pruned and tended, such 
persimmons which usually bear heavy 
crop and are shared with neighbors. 

many the yards are large, silvery 
balls with red tops which means butane 
gas available for cooking and heating. 
And such cooking done here, and 
what variety! Some cook strictly 
American style but others 
males, tortillas, boned chicken stuffed 
with pork, chow mein, and other dishes 
many countries. 

When party slated one cottage 


the neighbors always help. For instance 
recently one hostess baked cake her 
own oven and had turkeys and other 
dishes baking her neighbors’ ovens. 
Sometimes borrow glasses, dishes, and 
silver and even recipes are exchanged, 
just any community. And when 
entertains, all the women 
neighbors must have hand it, 


the summertime, when spend 
great part each day our yards, 
there much calling back and forth, 
many impromptu gatherings, water- 
lemonade and some cookies. Our friends 
the dormitories often visit us, some- 
times they are called they pass 
walk the lake, for like 
share our home atmosphere with them. 


Most own our homes, 
few are rented, and our neighbors sel- 
dom change. all know each othe:-it 
isn’t like the city where may not 
even know the name the family living 
next door. Sometimes couple living 
the neighborhood will attain their dis- 
charges from the hospital leave. 
Then real party order wish 
them Godspeed. But the 
leave not vacant for long another 
married couple, living the dormi- 
tories, soon buys rents and moves 
the suburbs. —A.D. 


Mrs. Bowman Takes Office 


Lt. Comm. Robert Reed, USN, 
1952 


installed the new officers the Navy 
Mothers Club Baton Rouge the 
Women’s Club January. Mrs. M.L. 
Ashley, retiring president presents the 
gavel Mrs. John Bowman, Den- 
ham Springs, La., incoming president. 


This news interest locally for 
Mrs. Bowman has been coming here 
each Sunday morning for several years 
sing our Protestant chapel. She 
our community and 
friendly with many us. Mrs. 
McGehee, the organist our chapel 
each Sunday, entertainment chairman 
the Baton Rouge Navy Mothers Club 
and another old time friend Carville. 


Auxiliary Leaders Expected 


Mrs. Thelma Feighner, Washington, 
D.C., national commander the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary and 
party state officers are expected 
here for visit Friday afternoon, Feb- 
ruary 22. 


the following Sunday, February 
24, the national president the Amvets 
Auxiliary Mrs. Charles Sullivan and 
the national hospital chairman Mrs. 
Enoch Totten, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
will with us. The Baton Rouge 
Amvets Auxiliary plan party for vet- 
erans that date. 


Life The Suburb 


Dormitory Room 


its size three dimensions because even 
with the “miracle drugs” there 
magic sleight hand—here-today-and- 
gone-tomorrow plan for residents Car- 
ville. The cure almost sure, but does 
take, with few exceptions, anywhere 
from five ten years; and when that 
much time spent one room, the 
floor space has soon been utilized 
its fullest extent, and the search for 
more space must upward. That 
why mention the height the room. 
addition this space, there 
foot square entrance hall, with 
closet opening the left and small 
alcove the right, which lava- 
tory set. 

room identical with 448 other 
dormitory rooms this community, 
insofar measurements go. But there 
the similarity ends, for our rooms, 
their arrangements, color schemes, and 
decorations, are almost diversified 
are the patients, who represent 
wide variety creeds, backgrounds, and 
races. But this reflection the occu- 
pant’s personality revealed gradually. 

Many take the trip Carville 
with the understanding that will 
here for but six months, and regardless 
the facts learn during our first 
weeks here, continue hope that 
will the exception who does leave 
that period, and hesitate before 
investing money any improvements, 
which way symbolize our acceptance 
more permanent stay. But accept- 
ance and adjustment are necessary, and 
for some easier than for others. 
Mine was not 

Over six years ago, after week 
routine examinations the infirmary, 
was assigned room one the dor- 
mitories, which the orderly took me. 
Putting down suitcases 
the door, looked around dejectedly 
room with curtains, bare mat- 
tress and pillows staring me. The 
room was clean, had all the necessary 
furniture it, but was cheerless. Left 
myself, with the distracting busyness 
the infirmary behind me, was faced 
with what seemed that moment the 
unwanted and impossible task accept- 
ing situation that was not lik- 
ing. The thousands miles separating 
from husband and child seemed 
too wide gulf bridge with thoughts 
time, and the only question wanted 
answered, “When can 
mained unanswered. 

Although lacking interest, did feel 
that there was one thing that had 
done and that was get curtains 
the window. don’t really remember 
much about them except they bright- 
ened the room considerably. After this 
one limited effort make the room 
more pleasant, spent most time 


playing ping-pong the recreation hall, 
walking the golf course, visiting 
with friends, using room only 
stopping-off place. the realization 
slowly grew that must make life for 
myself here, laid out needs for 
study, bedroom, kitchen, and place 
which entertain friends. the 
space allotted us, this takes some care- 
ful planning, and for most us, takes 
careful budgeting. 

first purchase was electric hot 
plate. From then things began 
accumulate, one thing led another. 
added next bookcase, which was 
only three feet high and two feet long. 
was made for boy, long since 
discharged, out scraps from old 
shipping crate, but relieved situation 
that was getting well out hand 
books and other reading material began 
pile up. Carrying out idea 
making stay here constructive 
possible reviewing old studies and 
adding some new ones, purchased from 
mail order house desk, which was 
unpainted and had assembled. 
Inspired promises some home cook- 
ing occasionally, two friends got and 
built cabinet for me. This cooking 
genuity and has become, with minor 
variations, almost standard fixture 
the rooms all the girls’ dormitories. 
Mine has two shelves the bottom for 
dishes, pots and pans, drawer above 
for silverware, and shelf above this 
large enough hold 
electric stove. top closes down 
conceal the stove when not use, 
thus making the cabinet not only useful 
but attractive piece furniture. 
When friend, who had had very 
well-furnished room was discharged, 
was able buy from her chest 
drawers, bed, wall cabinet floor 
lamp. All these pieces had been made 
patient and are plywood with 
natural finish. These replacements 
gave brighter and more homey look 
the room than had the dark-colored 
metal government furnishings. 

Inheritances, too, play part ac- 
cumulating things, and often sit 
down for morning coffee evening 
snacks, cup and saucer, which have 
mates, remind former patients who 
used gather with these occa- 
sions but have left the confines Car- 
ville, leaving behind stray dish 
pan mementoes bonds which can 
never entirely broken. these in- 
formal gatherings, many heartache has 
been lessened through the sharing 
experiences and discovering that others 
have had similar ones. 
often end laughter, which, 
know, has the ability relieve many 

Friendships which are formed within 


dormitory lead small suppers, and 
some parties, like ‘Topsy “just growed.” 
Having eight ten people, packed 
around two card tables with not 
inch left over, dinner baked ham, 
topped off with lemon pie, prepared 
two-burner electric plate, with small 
oven perched one the burners, 
becomes time feat that toss off 
lightly green salad. recipe 
book has grown size and know- 
ledge cooking has more internation- 
flavor from the influence neigh- 
bors who are Spanish, Chinese, Mexi- 
can, Filipino, and French descent. 

About two years ago the restrictions 
were lifted the painting rooms, 
and with this opportunity individ- 
ualize our rooms still more, the women 
have indulged their tastes 
shades every hue. chose for the walls 
room very soft chartreuse, for 
the cool effect that would have during 
our long, hot summer months. This 
move called for new curtains inex- 
spensive material, which cut, sewed, 
tinted 

room finished. The final touches took 
place last year when, with the addition 
phonograph and fan the 
transom, completed the program 
had set out for myself. Now room 
comfortable and attractive. has been 
wall, recording his voice al- 
bum. But sure isn’t strange that 
the thing look forward not 
room, but the hope leaving 
turn friend and returning 
home and son. —B. Jerris 
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Travelers’ Cheques 
* 


Your Mail Box 


our Teller’s Window. 
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serve you any time 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


February 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
* * 


Acknowledging Shower Subscriptions 


the past few months our mail box 
has been full overflowing number 
days. Yes, there were greeting cards 
during the holidays from all over the 
United States and from many other 
countries well, but that isn’t what 
caused the mail box run over. was 
those nice fat envelopes which arrived 
from North, South, East and West, many 
them with the Forty and Eight insig- 
nia the upper left hand corner, some 
with American Legion Auxiliary re- 
turn address others with 
individual’s name and address 
envelope. think organized cam- 
paign was afoot see how much work 
would take swamp and also how 
happy would over the heaps 
your aim--we were snowed under (the 
temperature was the 80s) and 
happy bunch bees the first 
sign spring flowers. 

ran out stencil plates, ran 
short trays for filing stencils 
and were enjoying the ride the car- 
rousel until the addressograph company, 
after urgent phone call, got some 
circulation office supplies which 
had been back order several months. 
Some you thought you’d never get 
letters acknowledgement but each 
you did hear eventually. those let- 
ters told you how happy you had 
made but wanted the rest our 
readers know about the shower 
subscriptions which fell Carville 
recent months. 

seems have begun North 
Carolina, where Clarence Smith, Chef 
Chemin Fer passe, Raleigh, 
Carville Chairman for the Forty and 
Eight. mimeographed subscription 
blanks and distributed them all Voi- 
tures his state. November wrote, 
“We are having District Promenades. 
attending these, taking with the 
album pictures Carville the vet- 
erans gave when visited you and 
sample copies STAR. This 
all the material need sell subscrip- 
tions each gathering.” The blanks 
continue come in, sometimes with 
letter, sometimes with just the check 
cover the cost. addition personal 
subscriptions from Voyageurs and sub- 
scriptions for libraries each Grand 
ficer North Carolina has been asked 
purchase three additional subscrip- 
tions. 

day two before Christmas 
large envelope arrived, registered 
mail. Upon opening found the 
above picture L.R. Fisher (right), 
Chef Gare, Raleigh Voiture 620 
presenting Clarence Smith with check 
made payable THE STAR for $63 
covering subscriptions sent 
High School and College Libraries 
Wake, Harnett and Johnston counties. 


1952 


Since the holidays have learned that 
Clarence Smith hospitalized suffering 
from arthritis. Each wish for him 
speedy recovery. 

The friendly rivalry between North 


and South Carolina continues. Tom 
Williams, Columbia, go-getter from 
way back and almost invariably when 
the mail brings letter from Clarence 
Smith North Carolina also brings 
one from Tom Williams South Caro- 
lina. 

Sam Altman, Grand Chef Gare, 
New York has been publicizing THE 
STAR ever since took office. mam- 
moth campaign public enlightenment 
Hansen’s disease afoot that state. 
Grand Cheminot Damasek, Jamaica, 
has been helping keep our mail box 
busy. Voiture New York City, 
close race selling 
going between James Gualteri and 
Norman Mayer. the last report the 
score stood Gualteri 122 and Mayer 
103. Sam Goldberg Voiture 533, 
Bronx, has been keeping 
engaged with circulation, too. 

Richard Ferguson, St. Joseph, Mich., 
exactly sitting his hands while 
all this activity was going either. Sub- 
scription totals are mounting for his 
state and are watching with much 
interest the increased number current 
stencils and lowering number expired 
stencils, not renewed. 


Arthur Hall, West Chester, Penn., 
Grande Directeur Voiture Activities 
and writes, “Part program 
will push for STAR subscriptions. 
Last year Pennsylvania had two listed 
your annual report.” Mr. Hall 
evidently pushing steadily for never be- 
fore remember having received 
one letter for Pennsylvania. 

Going out the coast find that 


_the women the Auxiliary have gained 


ground the men the Forty and 
Eight. This also true the East Coast 
Georgia where the George Gan- 


nam Unit 184, Savannah, has adopted. 


STAR subscriptions this 
year. Mrs. Alma Clark, who visited 


fall, sent the Gannam Post and 
Auxiliary bulletin January making 
this announcement. 

our own state Louisiana this 
writing the figures Auxiliary and 
Forty and Eight subscriptions are 
clese that nip and tuck see the 
women men come out the lead. 


both North and South Dakota the 
men can’t hold candle the women 
the Auxiliary. the other hand 
Missouri the Forty and Eight way out 
front this battle the sexes. J.T. 
St. Louis has asked for list 
all Voyageurs that area who have 
failed renew. shall happy 
furnish him with the ammunition 
dun these fellows. THE STAR 
staff were very pleased with the write 
the American Legion Messenger, 
the and 12th Districts the 
Department Missouri December. 
The issue commented the space given 
the efforts the Legion, Auxiliary 
and Forty and Eight assisting patients 
this hospital. The Council Post 
Service Officers the 10, and 13th 
Districts Missouri also assisted with 
our big Christmas party sending 
check, well ahead the party date. 

our annual report the 40&8 and 
Auxiliary (Oct.1951) said like 
hear from some our territories. 
January heard from E.W. Van 
Horn, Grand Chef Alaska pledging 
his support our educational program. 
While have had contact with the 
Auxiliary Alaska several years 
this our first word from the Voya- 
geurs. 


Rosalie Demers, Balboa Heights, 
C.Z., sent eleven subscriptions saying, 
“I’m leaving trip around the old 
globe and want sure subscrip- 
tions are order before go.” Mrs. 
Addie Colclosure, Department Secretary 
the Canal Zone has also recently sent 
contribution for our social service 
funds from the Elbert Waid Unit 
Cristobal. date have received 
word from the Voyageurs residing the 
Canal Zone there, too, the women 
are the lead. 


dents, nurses, doctors, people who had 
read newspaper accounts Editor 
Stein’s trip North, and others who had 
just got around reading Miarcle 
Carville who had read reviews 
Perry Burgess’ autobiography Born 
Those Years. number came 
from people who had made tour 
our community and gone back home 
and solicited subscriptions. 

April supposed the month 
showers--ours fell much earlier but 
hope April that there will cloud- 
burst subscriptions falling our 
desk. —A.P. 
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Miracle 


Through Reviewer’s Eyes 


Leone Lightner has been the staff 
The Wichita Eagle about nine years, 
doing society, book reviews and news 
items. Her interest our work began 
with the book Miracle Carville but 
now goes much deeper and 
somed into friendship. 


Reviewing books for daily newspa- 
per can and usually does become more 
less routine. The critic expects en- 
joy few, classify others strictly for 
certain groups and brand small per 
cent complete duds. 

However, the fall 1950 book 
reviewer concerned, was and still 
class itself. was Miracle Car- 
ville Betty Martin 
Doubleday). was chosen because its 
cover indicated that dealt with per- 
son suffering from the world’s 
worst maladies.” That caught attention 
and made this reviewer curious. Once 
into the book was almost impossible 
put down. The review was re-writ- 
ten five times effort (never real- 
ized) inject least little its spirit 
and sincerity. But didn’t end with the 
review. There was second reading 
Miracle. That wasn’t enough. letter 
THE STAR for subscription followed. 


came reply from Ann Page, 
person “met” the Miracle. was 
warm friendly letter answering ques- 
tions which had been asked and adding 
few interesting bits about Carville 
and its people. hurry-up letter 


Lightner, The Wichita (Kansas) Eagle 


brought THE STAR, one the cheeri- 
est, and most chock-full 
terest, magazines that can imagined. 

Since that time correspondence with 
Ann Page has continued. Her letters 
are wonderful! They tell about Betty 
and Harry, Stanley Stein, Joey and 
others who have become friends, least 
the side since that first 
meeting with them Miracle. Ann has 
become “tops” correspondence list 
that brings letters from some very good 
friends. 

copy Miracle still making 
the rounds friends here and many 
now subscribe THE STAR. There’s 
been third reading during its travels, 
too. May the copy hold together until 
the long list persons who want 
read has been completed. isn’t 

Miracle Carville the main 
women’s society one the local 
churches. Copies THE STAR, clip- 
pings from others papers and bits 
Ann’s letters will And 
the Miracle ever comes home long 
nough again fourth reading sure 
thing. 

And, Ann, how about telling more 
about Carville book your very 
own? 


* * * 


had the ability write book 
fear that time-consuming work 
THE STAR would prevent it. 

Many our readers have written 


asking the question, “Did Betty and 
Harry Martin ever get their dream 
house?” share with our readers 
letter from Betty dated the spring 
1951. 


“We've been house hunting ever since 
got the Christopher Award check for 
Miracle Carville. left our name 
with number realtors, who almost 
laughed when told them what 
could afford down payment. 
were feeling pretty discouraged 
when just before Easter had phone 
call from one them. new house had 
been built for another person, who 
the last minute couldn’t secure the nec- 
essary FHA loan. The contractor was 
anxious get back the money had 
tied the price was reduced. 
The house far enough out the city 
give room breathe and yet not 
too far make shopping difficult. 
larger than had originally planned 
but built just had dreamed 
building one. The lot large and once 
get the land ready should make 
lawn.” 


Now another spring nearing 
have heard from Betty that the land- 
scaping progressing nicely and soon 
they will begin setting out fruit trees. 
Last fall Betty and planned Texas 
vacations coincide and spent day 
together. What gab fest enjoyed. 
All going well with the ex-STAR staf- 
fers Betty and Harry Martin and thanks 
for your interest them. 

—A.P. 


WOMEN ENJOY SPORTS 


When the local tennis tournaments 
open January 31, 1952, take from 
me, the male element had better look 
their laurels, for Barbara, Nita, Esther 
and will there swinging—that 
racket. girls have been taking advan- 
tage the June January weather 
play daily practice games the court. 
been getting some good 
anese and back strokes, and boys, 
warn you practice makes perfect, 
look out! 


place chips Betty Lou, who 
the Babe Didrickson Zaharias Car- 
ville’s golf contingent. Betty 
out our hole course. like some 
the other beginners, leave few patches 
grass here and there, but Mr. Thomas, 
our instructor, tells that have pos- 
sibilities. And I’m sure he’s still talking 
about golf. 

Last summer, the evenings found 
group the volley ball court, 
but recently we’ve been accenting in- 
door-sports, with the Rec Hall the 
scene our badminton 
games—the Juke Box adding musical 
background. 

Everybody knows that Carville 
girls can whip some mighty fancy 
cooking, with very little kitchen equip- 
ment, but are out prove -“Car 
ville’s male animal,” that anything they 
can do, can better—and that boast 
includes athletics. —Peggy 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 


will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 


for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Otuside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
tor periods month. 

Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


FACTS, based actual experience over long 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6.000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life 
happens sick will done away with. 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
portable but the patient subject “NO RESTRICTIONS. 


* * * * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 
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every opportunity leap into action telling the story Carville you 
know firsthand. 


Put your shoulder the wheel and together let’s make forward strides 
our educational campaign. 


have extra day this year. Use introduce THE STAR 
your club. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Louisiana 
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Carville, Louisiana 
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